THE    FALL    OF    CONSTANTINOPLE
were emulous of his valour, eighteen perished in the
bold adventure. Hassan and his twelve companions had
reached the summit: the giant was precipitated from the
rampart: he rose on one knee, and was again oppressed
by a shower of darts and stones. But his success had
proved that the achievement was possible: the walls and
towers were instantly covered with a swarm of Turks; and
the Greeks, now driven from the vantage-ground, were
overwhelmed by increasing multitudes. Amidst these
multitudes, the Emperor, who accomplished all the duties
of a general and a soldier, was long seen and finally lost.
The nobles, who fought round his person, sustained, till
their last breath, the honourable names of Palaeologus and
Cantacuzene: his mournful exclamation was heard," Can-
not there be found a Christian to cut off my head? "
and his last fear was that of falling alive into the hands
of the infidels. The prudent despair of Constantine cast
away the purple: amidst the tumult he fell by an unknown
hand, and his body was buried under a mountain of the
slain. After his death resistance and order were no more:
the Greeks fled towards the city; and many were pressed
and stifled in the narrow pass of the gate of St Romanus.
The victorious Turks rushed through the breaches of the
inner wall; and as they advanced into the streets, they
were soon joined by their brethren, who had forced the
gate Phenar on the side of the harbour. In the first
heat of the pursuit about two thousand Christians were
put to the sword; but avarice soon prevailed over cruelty;
and the victors acknowledged that they should imme-
diately have given quarter, if the valour of the Emperor
and his chosen bands had not prepared them for a similar
opposition in every part of the capital. It was thus,
after a siege of fifty-three days, that Constantinople,
which had defied the power of Chosroes, the Chagan,
and the caliphs, was irretrievably subdued by the arms of
Mohammed the Second. Her empire only had been sub-
verted by the Latins: her religion was trampled in the
dust by the Moslem conquerors.
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